9901 South U.S. Hwy 17-92
Maitland, FL 32751
407-629-0044 Ext. 1
407-629-0602 Fax

11011 Lake Underhill Rd

Orlando, FL 32825
407-629-0044 Ext. 1

AnimalEyeGroup.com

L fid

V4

ANIMAL
EYE

ASSOCIATES, PA.

Daniel R. Priehs, D.VV.M.
Diplomate, A.C.V.O.

Heidi M. Denis, D.V.M.
Diplomate, A.C.V.O.

Melanie Church, D.V.M.
Diplomate, A.C.V.O.

CORNEAL ENDOTHELIAL DEGENERATION

The cornea is the clear, front part of the eye, and it has a thin layer of cells called the cornea
endothelium. This layer of cells helps keep the cornea clear by pumping water out of the cornea.
As pets age, these cells stop working well and allow water to accumulate in the cornea. As water
accumulates in the cornea, the eyes become a cloudy blue. In mild cases, vision may be
decreased. The accumulating of water in the cornea increases the chance an ulcer will develop on
the eye, and also makes it harder for ulcers to heal.

This problem may improve with eye drops. However, once the cloudiness develops is generally
does not go away even with treatment, and long-term eye drop therapy is usually necessary. In
some cases that do not improve adequately on medication, surgery may be necessary.



