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Lens Induced Uveitis
Lens induced uveitis is an inflammation inside the eye secondary to a cataract or a ruptured lens. It is most commonly seen when cataracts form very quickly or when they are at advanced stages. This inflammation is also normal to occur following cataract surgery.
The clinical signs may be very subtle and only noticeable to an ophthalmologist using special examination equipment. Signs that may be noted by you or your veterinarian include redness and tearing.
Inflammation inside the eye, if severe or long-standing, can lead to pain and changes that can result in permanent blindness. If your pet has cataracts and surgery is planned, the presence of uveitis lowers the success rate of surgery or can even prevent surgery. It is important to have any inflammation within the eye well controlled before attempting surgery. For this reason, if your pet is diagnosed with mid to late stage cataracts a topical anti-inflammatory therapy will be initiated. Following surgery, the inflammation must be continuously controlled or changes will result, leading to loss of vision. 
Treatment of lens induced uveitis consists of topical and/or oral medications. These usually include corticosteroids or non-steroidal anti-inflammatories, depending on the case. Eye drops to dilate the pupil may also be used to help prevent complications. It is important to follow the discharge instructions carefully to achieve the best possible response to therapy and outcome after surgery.
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